
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 29-31 

1 Samuel 29:1-7 - Philistine Lords uneasy about 

having David amongst their ranks 

 

v. 4-5 - The Philistine leaders are concerned about 

David’s loyalty. Though they understand he has 

served Achish faithfully up to this point, facing 

Saul and the army of Israel might be the moment 

that changes David’s heart/allegiance.  They also 

recognize that David is the one whom the national 

song had been sung - in regards to his victories, 

against the Philistines! 

 

1 Samuel 29:8-11 - Achish informs David. David 

returns to the land of the Philistines 

 

v. 8 - If David had any qualms about being joined 

with the Philistines against Israel, he shows no 

indication of that here.  Perhaps David recognizes 

that this is his way “out”. 

 

1 Samuel 30:1-5 - David returns to Ziklag to find it destroyed by the Amalekites, with the city’s inhabitants kidnapped. 

 

v. 4-5 - David’s wives were kidnapped. There is tremendous grief among David and the people who were with him.  

Imagine returning home after a brief trip to find your home destroyed and your family taken.  This is what has 

happened! 

 

1 Samuel 30:6 - The people turn their anger towards David 

 

NLT: “David was now in great danger because all his men were very bitter about losing their sons and daughters, 

and they began to talk of stoning him. But David found strength in the LORD his God.” 

 

1 Samuel 30:7-8 - David seeks the LORD through the ephod 

 

Let’s pause for a moment to consider some of the moments of David’s life so far.  He is left out of the family meeting with 

Samuel the prophet to tend the sheep (16).  He gets anointed king and yet no one knows it (16). He is mocked when he 

believes he can defeat Goliath (17).  He gets given a different wife than the one he was promised by Saul (18). He is 
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almost killed multiple times by his father in law (18, 20, etc).  He is forced to leave his wife and become a fugitive (19). 

The godly men who help him are all viciously murdered by Doeg the Edomite, because they helped David, no less (20-22).  He 

is lied to (multiple times) by the man determined to kill him (24).  He is insulted by Nabal (25).  His wife is married to 

another man while he is on the run (25:44).  He is forced to leave his homeland and move in with his people’s arch enemies 

(27).  He is sent home from the battle, after he is perceived to be a less than loyal soldier (29).  And now, when he 

returns home, he finds his city burned and his wives kidnapped, along with all of his men’s wives and children.  And there 

is talk of everyone blaming him for this happening in the first place. 

 

What would you do in a time like this?  David, yet again, “strengthens himself in the LORD his God” and then seeks the 

LORD, knowing this is where he finds strength, hope, life and direction.  He is convinced that the LORD is good and his 

steadfast love endures forever.  The LORD is not just “a God” or “the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” or the national 

deity of Israel - the LORD is David’s God!!  What an example! 

 

56x total in Psalms - “My God” 37 specifically by David, 13 unattributed (6 not by David) 

 

v. 8 - The LORD directs David to pursue the Amalekites who did this evil. 

 

1 Samuel 30:9-10 - David has 400 men.  200 were not strong enough to pass through the brook. 

 

1 Samuel 30:11-17 - David aided by servant of an Amalekite. 

Brings victory and vindication 

 

v. 15 - the aid is concerned about his own well-being 

and doesn’t have strong allegiance to Amalek. 

 

1 Samuel 30:18-25 - David recovers everyone and everything. 

 

v. 23-25 - David is a compassionate leader.  He also 

recognizes that the siege upon Ziklag happened 

because all of the men left.  Perhaps if some of them 

had stayed, like in this case, the kidnapping wouldn’t 

have happened.  This will later become an ordinance in 

Israel during David’s reign. 

 

Q - Would he have had such success if he had not sought the 

LORD? 

 

1 Samuel 30:26-31 - David sends gifts to his familiar cities 

in Judah 
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1 Samuel 31:1-6 - Israel defeated. Saul’s sons killed.  Saul dies. 

 

 v. 4 - Saul kills himself. 

 

This is a heart-breaking moment.  The first king of Israel, who had the potential to rule God’s people and have great 

success dies by his own sword.  Also, his three sons are killed (Saul may have had a 4th son, Ishvi, but we never hear of 

what happened to him).  We can rightly conclude that the next generation of the monarchy has just been cut off (cp. 1 

Chron 10.10).  Specifically sad is the death of Jonathan, the faithful friend to David and devoted servant of the LORD. 

(More on this in 2 Samuel) 

 

This all happened just as “Samuel” had spoken to Saul in En-dor: 

 

1 Samuel 28:19 - "Moreover the LORD will also give over Israel along with you into the hands of the 

Philistines, therefore tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. Indeed the LORD will give over the army 

of Israel into the hands of the Philistines!" 

 

1 Samuel 31:7 - Repercussions of Israel’s defeat 

 

The people living on the other side of the Jezreel valley leave their cities, assuming they will be the Philistine 

army’s next target.  Knowing their king and his sons are dead, they hand their cities over tot the Philistines, 

without even a fight.  (Contrast this to Jonathan’s bravery in 1 Samuel 14 which sent ripple effects of faith 

throughout the land). This is a good time for us to remember what Samuel first said when the people asked for a 

king: 

 

1 Samuel 12:13-15 - "Now therefore, here is the king whom you have chosen, whom you have asked for, and 

behold, the LORD has set a king over you.  14 "If you will fear the LORD and serve Him, and listen to His 

voice and not rebel against the command of the LORD, then both you and also the king who reigns over you 

will follow the LORD your God.  15 "If you will not listen to the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the 

command of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be against you, as it was against your fathers.  

 

1 Samuel 12:24-25 - "Only fear the LORD and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what 

great things He has done for you. 25 "But if you still do wickedly, both you and your king will be swept 

away."  

 

1 Samuel 31:8-10 - The Philistine’s find and shame the body of Saul & his sons 

 

This appears to have been a common practice by victorious armies.  After collecting the valuable belongings and 

weapons of the opposing army’s dead, they would bring back significant members of the opposition as a trophy of 

sorts in their own land.  (Remember when David brought back the head of Goliath to Israel - 1 Sam 17:54).  They 

also “posted” his body in a temple in Beth-Shan. 
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1 Samuel 31:11-13 - Jabesh-Gilead 

 

v. 12 - some valiant men from Jabesh-Gilead took the bodies of Saul and his sons from Beth-Shan and honored them 

with a burial and mourning period.  Jabesh-Gilead was the site of one of Saul’s greatest moments as king, where 

he organized the nation to save them when the Ammonites has besieged them (1 Samuel 11).  This was a 20-22 mile 

round-trip journey. 

 

1 Samuel: 

As we close this book and open a new one, we find ourselves in a midnight hour.  Darkness, death and defeat lies 

thick over the land of the people of Abraham.  Their king is dead, the enemies emboldened and themselves on the 

run.  But just as the strike of midnight can signal the end of night, it also resounds the chime of the new day.  

After night comes morning.  The shadows of night melt away with the new rising sun.  Though the reign of Saul 

has been thrown down, the rule of David and the time of Zion is rising on the horizon. 
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